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Public opinion likely to factor in
legislative decision-making on Novel
Beings and precursor technologies

These debates are often emotive and
reactionary

Can influence policy

Should we try to circumvent public
opinion to achieve useful regulation?




FILM, FICTION, AND FRIGHTENING IMAGERY

Mad smentlsts are cloning dinosaur

Endless media controversies
‘three-parent babies’
human cloning
genetically modified organisms
He Janqui affair
IVF
etc...

Usually weaponizing dystopic fiction

Fiction allegories not always bad- we do this too!
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Has humanity already lost control of
artificial intelligence? Scientists admit
that computers are learning too
quickly for humans to keep up

« Last year, scientists made a driverless car that learned by watching humans
« But even the creators of the car did not understand how it learned this way
« Inanother study, a computer could pinpoint people with schizophrenia

« Again, its creators were unsure how it was able to do this
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From driving cars to beating chess masters at their own game, computers are
already performing incredible feats.

And artificial intelligence is quickly advancing, allowing computers to learn from
experience without the need for human input.

But scientists are concerned that computers are already overtaking us in their
abilities, raising the prospect that we could lose control of them altogether.

Scroll down for video
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Scientists are concerned that computers are already overtaking us in their abilities, raising the
prospect that we could lose control of them altogether. Pictured is the Terminator film, in
which robots take over - a prospect that could soon become a reality

Last year, a driverless car took to the
streets of New Jersey, which ran without

A Ping-Pong-Playing Terminator

Your table-tennis dynasty is toast

By Brooke Borel  February 16,2010

MATCH POINT
Kim Kyung-Hoon / Reuters

Meet TOPIO 3.0, the ping-pong-playing robot. Made by Vietnam's first-ever robotics

firm, TOSY, the bipedal humanoid uses two 200-fps cameras to detect the ball as it
leaves the opponent's paddle.

TOPIO's brain—processors and an artificial neural network—analyzes the ball's path
to choose the best return. Last fall, TOPIO 3.0 debuted at the International Robot
Exhibition in Tokyo.

AUG 5, 2014 @ 01:00 PM 33,656 @ The Little BIg

Elon Musk Warns Of Terminator Tech
Paul Rodgers, contrisutor
ﬁ FULL BIO Vv
#  Opinions expressed by Forbes Contributors are their own.
Superintelligent computers will likely exterminate
humanity, predicts the boss of Tesla Motors and Space X.

Technology entrepreneur Elon Musk warned of the
demise of the species in a pair of tweets on 3 August
promoting his summer reading on the looming threat
from artificial intelligence.

“We need to be super careful with AI,” he said in one.
“Potentially more dangerous than nukes.”

Another said: “Hope we’re not just the biological boot
loader for digital superintelligence. Unfortunately, that is




STEERING PERCEPTIONS

Almost always negative portrayals
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i Should we even be surprised that
, | | people fear many emerging
gl 13 .

How to Build A | technologies’

Bionic Man l

- - * Presentation becoming endemic and
- e habitual




a3 Evening News

Meet Louise, the world’
«  Scientists often make serious A N N Y R I R TR WA
efforts to control the narrative fll'St test-tube arrlval

 IVF- Steptoe, Edwards, I I PE RB ABE
Purdy, Bavister
T T e

e Seen as unnatural,
threatening to make the
mother obsolete...

» 10 years of promoting as
fulfilling a ‘medical need’

* From ‘disturbing’ in 1968 to
‘Superbabe’ in 1978

e ~10m births to date!

Wide-eyed Louise Brown pictured in hospital 18 hours after
she was born. Today she's doing well. See Page Three
‘ e




REPUGNANCE, DENIAL, AND FEAR

»  The future is uncertain!
* Novel beings threaten Homo sapiens’ dominant status!
« Maybe repugnance, denial, fear are unsurprising...

*  ‘Yuck factor’- ‘wisdom of repugnance’
« Fear of loss?
« Xenophobia?

* We know better... but...

« The desire to protect ourselves is understandable (sometimes)
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Parliament

Hansard
» Negative languag
e a Ive a n u a e UK Parliament > Hansard > Commons: 12 March 2014 » Westminster Hall > Mitochondrial Transfer (Three-Parent Children)

infiltrates policy spheres

But should we be worried?

i# House of Commons

. . Mitochondrial Transfer (Three-Parent )
 Eg- UK Mitochondrial Children) 2
Replacement Thera py Volume 577: debated on Wednesday 12 March 2014
debates 201 4-1 5 B Download text @ Previous debate  Next debate @

* ‘Three parent babies’
in UK House of
Commons debates e e < shore

® 3.58pm

Bob Stewart >
(Beckenham) (Con)

«¢ Share

On that point, the worry that occurs immediately to me as | listen to my hon. Friend is that if someone does
not know who the third or fourth person who created them is, through sheer chance they may well find

themselves marrying their brother or sister.

Thomas Aquinas wrote in his “Summa Theologica” that

“the soul is in the embryo”.

| certainly believe that to be the case. It means thaf tampering with embryos is tampering with human souls

—tampering with what sets us apart from animals. As Benedict XVI in the Instruction “Dignitas Personae”




Prejudice can easily enter science policy

“The law, most of us would agree, should be society’s protection against prejudice. That
does not imply that emotions play no legitimate role in legal affairs, for often emotions help
people to see a situation clearly, doing justice to the concerns that ought to be addressed.”

Martha Nussbaum, ‘Danger to Human Dignity: the Revival of Disgust and Shame in the Law’ (2004) 50(48) The
Chronicle Review B6

Disgust/ repugnance are occasionally legitimate... but often unacceptable jurisprudence.
» Eg- criminalisation of homosexuality
Rarely a good guide in social change!




NOVEL BEINGS, NOT-SO-NOVEL ATTITUDES

|t is up to us to decide how to act

There is likely to be shared
ground between us and Novel
Beings...

« ... even if we collectively do
not recognise it

We have perfect existing
examples- Sandra, Cecilia,

AT S STNS MPY g R




High stakes- comfort in repugnance, denial, and fear

The ‘other’ is a threat and the media have papers to sell

But we must remember the benefits of controversial
science

« IVF, MRT

We can no longer rely on these old attitudes to form
policy

We have a great responsibility as the stewards of
scientific progress
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